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 Do Not Lose Focus On PolioPlus

The new leaders have been installed. The 

outgoing leaders have been duly thanked with trumpets 

and garlands. Many a parched throat has received 

sufficient lubrication. Grandiose plans have been 

announced. A full menu of service opportunities has 

been presented to eager Rotarians, who always await 

the new fare with great anticipation. 

Even if everything on the menu is lapped up, 

even if great strides forward are taken in the four 

avenues of service, Rotary will face the ire of the world 

if Polio is not eradicated this year. 

In a very significant and emotional message, RI 

President Jonathan B. Majiyagbe reminds us : “First 

and foremost, we must not lose our focus on PolioPlus. 

It is no coincidence that the Polio virus is making its last 

stand in the poorest regions of the world. Twenty years 

ago, we made a solemn promise-today and in the 

coming months, we must honour our word.”

With the Multi-State Orientation Workshops 

over, I am sanguine that the District leadership of 

Rotary and Innerwheel are fully charged  and motivated 

vis-à-vis their respective roles and responsibilities. It is 

now their turn to recharge the batteries  of the Clubs and 

their members at the District and Club level Orientation 

Workshops and also during their official visits, to 

inspire and motivate them to take up their assigned roles 

and responsibilities in right earnest. There is no time to 

relax. 

As on August 31st, 2003, the number of wild 

Polio cases stauds at 112 from 55 revenue districts 

spanning 12 States, with UP again at the top of the list 

with 37 cases, followed by West Bengal with 27, Bihar 
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and Madhya Pradesh have reported 9 cases each, 

Rajasthan 4, Delhi and Gujarat 3 each, Haryana, 

Maharashtra and Orissa 2 each. While the Southern 

States had remained totally Polio-free during the last 3 

years,  12 cases in the state of Karnataka and detection 

of 2 wild Polio virus case in the district of Ananthpur in 

Andhra Pradesh recently sent shivers down our spines. 

I am happy that the State Government authorities and 

the Partners responded to the timely alerts and prompt 

steps have been taken to organize extensive mop-ups in 

the surrounding districts of Karnataka and Andhra 

Pradesh to root out all traces of the virus and to prevent 

its resurgence elsewhere. 

The present case status can surely not be taken 

as an index of the real polio situation. The status of 

polio incidence would be gauged only during the post 

monsoon months of September-October, which would 

enable us to make a realistic assessment of where we 

actually stand.    

A vital key to our success in the polio 

eradication programme lies in the revitalisation and 

strengthening of Routine Polio Immunisation. 

Intensive efforts by Rotary Clubs are, therefore, needed 

to push forward the routine Polio Immunisation 

activities and to identify missed children below 2 year, 

of age. Intensive publicity and house-to-house 

campaigns would be helpful in this area. Rotarian 

doctors can set apart a day in their clinics for 

administration of OPV drops to children. 

The India National PolioPlus Committee is 

committed to continue its guidance and support to 

Districts and Clubs in their on-going polio eradication 

efforts, with social mobilization and IEC tools to 

launch massive campaigns involving School children, 

University and College students, teachers, RCCs, NSS 

Volunteers, NCC Cadets. Clubs would do well to 

introduce innovations in their campaigns- and that by 

raising their own resources. What is required is the 

creation of a real festive atmosphere in their areas 
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before and on the NIDs to attract parents and children to 

the booths and if they somehow miss their date, to make 

them eagerly await the house-to-house teams. 

As an unprecedented initiative, INPPC and 

Rotary's partner agencies have this year resolved to 

enlist the support from Parliamentarians and key 

decision makers and compel them to take a closer look 

at the bottlenecks that have hindered India's attainment 

of a Polio-free certification, as envisaged by Rotarians 

by 2005. Ministers, Party Presidents and Prominent 

leaders from various political parties are being 

approached to become the flag-bearers of this noble 

miss ion .  Format ion  of  the  Pol io  Ki l ler  

Parliamentarians Forum and the instituition of 

Annual Polio Killer Awards are the offshoots of this 

initiative. The objective of the awards is to introduce a 

competitive spirit and to encourage MPs to make a 

significant contribution to the programme. Three MPs 

would be selected for these awards by a high level 

jury for their outstanding contributions to the 

programme in India. 

The whole world's eyes are presently focused 

on India's Polio Eradication efforts.  If we can manage 

to eliminate the virus from our country, the world 

would be assured of a Polio free environment and save 

almost a billion and a half dollars every year. 

Deadlines have been extended, tonnes of 

sweat and tears have been expended, but India 

remains Polio-endemic. True, gains have been 

made- especially in UP- but there is trepidation in 

every heart. What will tomorrow bring ? What 

effect will the rainy season have ? Let us do our best 

and have faith in God. True efforts never go 

unrewarded. . 

GRAND EFFIE 2003 
The 2003 Polio Mass Media Campaign (Amitabh 

Bachhan spots) bagged the first prize in the Services 

Category in Grand Effie. This media campaign was 

supported by Rotary, UNICEF and USAID.



Karnataka
The Rotary delegation led by 

Trustee and PRID Kalyan Banerjee 
along with PRID MK Panduranga 
Setty, PDG Deepak Kapur, Chairman, 
INPPC, Dr. P. Narayana, Vice 
Chairman, INPPC and RI District 
Members met Shri S.M Krishna, 
Hon'ble Chief Minister of Karnataka 
on 20 August, 2003 along with Mr. 
Kagodu Timmappa, State Health 
Minister, Mr. B.S. Patil, Chief 
Secretary and Mr. S.L. Gangadhrappa, 
Principal Secretary. The Chief 
Minister expressed great concern over 
the resurgence of Polio in the state. 
The recommendations made were 
during the meeting.
1. one catch-up round would be held 

to bridge the gap between the 
September 7, 8 and 9 mop-up round 
and the NID scheduled for January, 
2004. 

2. Vacancies in Health Services Staff 
position to be filled up, actions to be 
taken against the non-performing 
staff in the district of Bellary.

3. The Health Minister offered his 
Voluntary service to monitor the 
situation himself. 

4. Rotary would provide 20 vehicles 
per revenue district in 10 revenue 
districts for 3 days during the mop-
up rounds as per the demand of the 
Principal Secretary, Health.

Another Rotary delegation led 
by PDG Deepak Kapur, Chairman, 
INPPC, met Mr. K A H Subramaniam, 
Chief Secretary of Bihar on 23 August 
2003 and urged his intervention in 
various ways in Pulse Polio 
Programme especially in Routine 
Immunisation. The Chief Secretary 
most graciously agreed to personally 
review the Routine Immunisation in 
the state every fortnight  and also 
assured to involve representatives 
from Rotary in these review meetings, 
ensuring greater accountability of all 
District Magistrates vis-à-vis Polio 
eradication activities and also to 
organize a Public Rally to release an 

Bihar.

REGIONAL 
POLIOPLUS 
ORIENTATION 
MEET-ZONE-5

July 25-26, 2003

Excerpts from Speeches 
of distinguished guests :

Mr. P. K. Hota : 
S e c r e t a r y ,  F a m i l y   
Welfare, GOI

Mr. P.K. Hota described 2003 as a “Sad Year” 
insofar Polio incidence was concerned. “Although the 
incidence of the disease was much less today than 
last year, yet in global terms India still accounts for 
50 percent of the cases reported allover the world, he 

observed and reiterated the Govt. of India's 
commitment and determination to wipe off the 
disease from India.” Applauding Rotary's 
contribution to the Polio eradication programme, he 
conceded that it was the “Rotary spirit that has 
brought in the Pulse Polio Programme.  
Complimenting Rotarians for symbolising “man's 
extraordinariness”, Mr. Hota called for achievable 
targets and goals and how to optimize the utilization of 
resources. 

The Polio Eradication Programme or even 
Rotary's support to the Government should not be 
looked at in isolation. This programme should actually 
be seen as part of the vaccine immunisation programme 
which again is a part of the primary health programme 
aimed at strengthening the entire health sector of the 
country. While the Government wanted to energise all 
their assets and personnel to achieve this goal, Mr. Hota 
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Polio afflicted child from Akhshay
Pratisthan during the invocation

ceremony of Regional Orientation Meet 

appeal for getting children immunised 
during the forthcoming Pulse Polio 
rounds.   

INPPC Chai rman PDG 
Deepak Kapur met Dr. Manmohan 
Singh , Leader of Opposition, Rajya 
Sabha and urged him to take active 
initiatives in the States under Congress 
rule/coalition rule for the cause of 
polio eradication.  Dr. Singh reassured 
to personally look into the matter and 
insisted upon to write personally  to all 
the Chief Minister of these States.

A series of meetings was also 
held recently with Shri Motilal Vora, 
Treasurer, AICC and Major 
VedPrakash, Secretary, AICC  
seeking  political support from the 
Party for the programme at the 
national as well as  State level.  

All India Congress 
Committee

Mr. Manmohan Singh

Political/Bureaucratic Advocacy



sought Rotary's participation in this task as well. “ It is 
a partnership not only in Pulse Polio Programme 
but a partnership in the entire primary healthcare, 
and I am looking for ideas, involvement and 
constructive criticism from Rotary because it is 
through your ideas that we shall try to utilize in a 
much better manner the resources that the country 
is placing at our disposal”, he observed. 

He also drew the attention of Rotarians to the 
difficulties experienced by field functionaries in the 
health sector in understanding the sophisticated 
language and approach of international health agencies 
and sought their assistance in translating these visions 
to the field level in a meaningful manner.  

RI Director Sushil Gupta declared amidst 
applause that long time ago “we did make a promise to 
the children of the world and in the year 2005 we 

shall redeem that promise by eradicating Polio” 

 “ with our 
heads high” and keep his promise of painting the doll's 
second eye. 

Past RI Director and TRF Trustee Kalyan 
Banerjee shared  with the participants the global 
perspective of the prevailing Polio situation and said 
that 200 countries were now Polio free and out of 235 
cases allover the world, 92 were from India alone. 
India, Nigeria and Pakistan were three out of the 
remaining seven Polio endemic countries, which were 
together responsible for 99 percent of the global cases. 

Recalling Past RI President Bhichai Rattakul's 
call that “ we will not rest till Polio is gone forever,' and 
President Jonathan Majiyagbe's commitment that we 
must all continue our efforts to ensure that every child is 
vaccinated and protect our investment in a Polio-free 
world by 2005' Mr. Banerjee reminded Rotarians that 
they had to race against time to ensure that India 
reaches the zero level status by early 2004 if not earlier.  

Mr. Naseem Ahmed , Vice Chancellor, Aligarh 
Muslim University, who has been playing a pioneering 
role in social mobilization in UP, in his motivational 
address, spoke on the role of educational institutions in 
the Polio Eradication Programme. According to him, 
these institutions were vast repositories of vibrant 

Recalling how Past RI President Raja K. Saboo had 
some years back painted only one eye of the Daruma 
doll kept at the United Nations, leaving the other eye to 
be painted when world became Polio-free, Mr. Gupta 
was confident that in 2005, Mr. Saboo would 
accompany him to the Chicago Convention
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Mr. P.K. Hota, Secretary, Dept. of Family Welfare, GOI,

during his speech in Inaugural Session.

Address by RID Sushil Gupta on 'we shall overcome’
AMU Vice Chancellor Mr. Naseem Ahmed during

the 'Synergy' Session



human resources which could be channelised into 
different directions, be it Polio eradication or any other 
social uplift programme, He informed that Dept. of 
Medicine and Paediatrics, Sociology and Journalism 
and Mass Communication had synergised to draw up a 
strategy with the help of old students of the University, 
not only to work wholeheartedly for Pulse-Polio 
Immunisation for other diseases as well, in order to 
maintain a sustain rapport and link with the target 
groups, especially the Muslim population. A 
Programme was accordingly chalked out detailing the 
location of the clinics, persons who would man them 
and who would be meeting people in their homes. State 
Government has provided a financial support of Rs.5 
lakhs for the purchase of medicines for these clinics. 
All the activities are presently concentrated on UP. The 
local outfits and associations of AMU Old Boys in 
various districts have responded positively and are 
regularly sending reports on their activities. This has 
been institutionalized in the project. It is proposed to 
conduct a sensitisation and familiarisation workshop 
for these old boys outfits, after which they would 
become part of the District Task Forces (DTF) along 

with the district administration, UNICEF, Rotary and 
all others who come forward to work. 

Mr. Naseem Ahmed informed the participants 
that consequent to the catalytic role of students,  
teaching community and even the non-teaching staff of 
AMU, there was 40 % increase in the turn out on the 
June 1 SNID in Aligarh district.      

As part of the discussion, Ms. Maria Calivis, 
Country Representative, UNICEF shed light on 
communication challenges and strategies for Polio 
Eradication. According to her, to raise awareness levels 
with emphasis on immunising all children , to influence 
attitudes and beliefs, prompting households and 
community leaders to support eradication efforts and to 
promote behaviour so as to ensure that no child is 
missed during SIA activities.

For effective implementation of commun-
ication strategy for the Polio Eradication Programme, 
what was needed was coordination, creativity and 
consistency between Media agencies. The main 
communication challenges today were missed 
children, particularly the newborns under 2 years, 
problem of fatigue, intensifying approach in HRAs, 
immunity gap and rationalizing approach to IEC 
material and production discrimination.  Journalists 
from ETV and Aaj Tak Lucknow, agreed that media has 
a vital role to play in sensitizing people about Polio 
situation and not sensationalising it.

Mr. D.S. Bagga, Chief Secretary, UP Govt :  
Mr. Bagga said that 2002 was a watershed of Polio in 
UP when the State accounted for 1242 cases out of 
1982 cases in the world, that is 64 percent of the global 
percentage.  Striking a personal note, he said that the 
figure made him lose sleep and his inner voice said this 
was the time “to test my capability to foresee a 
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Dr. Sobhan Sarkar, Commissioner, Child Health,

Govt. of India, speaks during the Inaugural Session

Dignitaries on the dais during the session of 

‘Vigilance is the price of Safety’

Dr. Avinash Kaur Mehta, Delhi Govt. and dignitaries during the
Panel discussion on 'The role of State Governments in

Polio Eradication’

Mr. Manmohan Singh, Principal Secretary, Health, Govt. of
Maharashtra speaks during the session of The Role of

State Governments in Polio Eradication.
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situation of total catastrophe in which every second 
home would have a paralytic child and the future 
generation would not forgive me.” 

 On this occasion, Mr. D.S. Bagga, Chief 
Secretary, UP was 
honoured with Paul 
Harris Fellowship on 
behalf of the Trustees 
o f  t h e  R o t a r y  
F o u n d a t i o n  i n  
recognition of his 
outstanding work for 
Polio eradication. The 
coveted pin and the 
c e r t i f i c a t e  w a s  
presented to Mr. Bagga by Past RI President Raja 
Saboo in the presence of Past RI  Director and TRF 
Trustee Kalyan Banerjee and other Rotary leaders 
amidst thunderous applause from the participants. 

HONOURS AND 
CONTRIBUTIONS:

Overwhelmed by the honour bestowed upon 
him by Rotary, Mr. Bagga pledged himself to 
contribute the rest of his life to eradicate Polio.

Mr. Naseem Ahmed, Vice Chancellor, Aligarh 
Muslim University, has also been chosen for the Paul 
Harris Fellowship’ for his signal contribution to the 
eradication of Polio in this country. This was 
announced by TRF Trustee Kalyan Banerjee  who said 
that the formal presentation would be made to him on a 
later occasion. 

Mr. P.K. Hota, Secretary, Family Welfare, 
Govt. of India, was also inducted as an honorary 
Rotarian by RI Director Sushil Gupta. 
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PRIP Raja Saboo presenting the coveted

PHF Pin to Mr. D. S. Bagga

Panel Discussion on 'The Role of the Media’

Mr. D.S. Bagga bestowed upon the Prestigious Paul Harris Fellow 

Mr. Kirti Azad , Convenor of Polio Killer Parliamentarians

Forum and Dr. HarshVardhan, Vice President, BJP during the

session on ‘Members of Parliament in Polio Eradication’

Snapshots from Regional Orientation Meet / Zone 6 A - in Hyderabad
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Prior to setting up of Routine 
Immunisation Clinic/Clinics :

Role of  INPPC : 

Role of Rotary Clubs:

§ Involve and sensitise local Change Agents :

· School Teachers/ Maulvis in Madrasas

· Anganwadi Workers

· ANMs

· Youth Club Members

· Community Leaders 

§  Motivate different sections of the 

§ Provide Social mobilisation material - Tin Plate, 
Posters, Caps for Rotary Volunteers, etc.  

§ Liaise between State Govt. Health Officials and 
respective Rotary Clubs to sort out problems, if any

§ Ensure adequacy of vaccine and in case of shortage, 
contact State Government Polio Cell for 
replenishment.

§ Ensure proper information flow well before setting 
up of the Clinic/Clinics.

§ Identify children, particularly those upto 2 yrs of 
age, for immunisation.

§ Explain to parents the importance, benefits, and 
safety of OPV.

community

§ Motivate parents to ensure that each child receives 
basic immunisation within the first 24 months of 
birth. 

§ Collect the vaccine from local PHCs/ Sub Centres/ 
Healthpoints once in a week/ fortnight and in case 
of shortage, contact  the State  Government Polio 
Cell. Seek assistance from INPPC, as and when 
necessary.

§ Ensure foolproof maintenance of the cold chain.

§ Famil iar ise  parents  with the Nat ional  
Immunisation Schedule to ensure that their child 
gets the next schedule dose(s) of vaccine.  

§ Recognise mothers/guardians whose children 
received full Immunisation coverage by age two. 

§ Carry out all the assigned Immunisation tasks 
meticulously, including  safe vaccine handling and 
injections. 

§ Make parents feel at home. 

§ Provide mothers/guardians with all essential 
information on the next due date of Immunisation, 
possible side effects, if any, and the precautions 
required.

Role of  Rotary Volunteers : 
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Snapshots from Clubs :

ROLE OF ROTARY CLUBS IN SETTING UP OF 

ROUTINE IMMUNISATION CLINIC/CLINICS

Exhibition Counter put up during District
PolioPlus Orientation Meet  RID 3010

NCM PDG Ashok Mahajan
administering Polio drops to a new born baby

District PolioPlus Orientation Meet
RID 3100

This is also applicable for Innerwheel Clubs



Routine Polio Immunisation Award
§ To be awarded by the INPPC to the best 

Rotary/Innerwheel Club for achieving the highest 

Routine Immunisation coverage.

§ To be recommended by District Governor/ 

Innerwheel Chairman and respective NCM. 

Criteria for selection of the best 

Rotary/Innerwheel Club  would be :
1. Highest % increase in Routine Immunisation in 

respective areas. 
2. No. of beneficiaries of Routine Immunisation.
3. Maintaining consistency and regularity in routine 

immunisation round the year.
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Mr. D.S. Bagga,

Chief Secretary of UP

releasing Tinplate

emphasizing Routine

Immunisation,

“developed by Rotary”

Mr. Sujeet Banerjee,

Principal Secretary of UP

releasing Tinplate

emphasizing Routine

Immunisation

“developed by Rotary”

New WHO Director-General steps up global Polio eradication effort, as Polio 
threatens other countries

As eradication enters 'critical phase' , SARS expert David Heymann appointed 
Representative of the Director-General for Polio Eradication

New WHO Director-General Dr. LEE  Jong-Wook has announced plans to rapidly step up 
the global effort to eradicate polio, as the program enters a critical phase. From the end of 
August to December, the key endemic countries will conduct mass immunization 
campaigns aimed at reaching a total 175 million children. 

Polio eradication is a top priority. I want to see this disease gone once and for all. We have 
eliminated it from almost every country in the world. Now is the time to boost our action and 
resolve, and wipe it out everywhere.' Dr. Lee said. 'I am immediately upgrading WHO's 
capacity to support India, Nigeria, Pakistan and  Egypt in their efforts to immunize every 
child against Polio.”

Dr. Lee has announced his office is taking direct oversight of polio eradication activities, and 
he has appointed Dr. David Heymann  who led the team which stopped the SARS outbreak- 
as the Representative of the Director-General for Polio eradication. 

Commitment needed from all levels

Critical to the success of the upcoming campaigns is sub-national political engagement, in 
India, Nigeria, Pakistan and Egypt, which together account for 99% of new cases- most of 
these in just a few states or provinces. 'For polio campaigns to reach every child, state and 
district-level governments must be committed and engaged. ' he commented. “ Only then 
can poliovirus transmission be interrupted. 

Dr Lee stressed that with sufficient political engagement, all children in any country can be 
reached during immunization campaigns.

 Commitment needed from all countries

Dr. Lee said, however, that political leaders of wealthy countries have an equally strong role 
to play in eradicating Polio. 'We face a funding gap of US $ 210 million for activities through 
2005. ' he said. I was heartened by recent statements of commitment expressed by G 8 
governments at their Summits in Kananaskis and Evian.” Subsequently, Canada, Japan, 
Russia and the United Kingdom have committed US $95 million in additional funds. But Dr. 
Lee urged other G 8 countries to contribute(funds) as well. “If we  don't have sufficient 
funds, we will have to cancel these critical immunization campaigns and cut back 
surveillance,' he warned.

“We have a great opportunity .' Dr. lee concluded. 'For the first time this century, we can 
eradicate a terrible disease from our planet. Together, if we all step up our efforts, we can 
attain this global public good and ensure no child will ever again know the pain of Polio 
paralysis.  
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